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Abstract: The concept of impact refers essentially to the collision of two bodies; the effects of impacts can be used to materialize machining processes. Thus, just the classical machining methods by cutting are based on the impact of the cutting tool with the workpiece material. The paper analyses the possibilities to consider some classical and non-conventional machining methods as being based on the impact effect. Three types of impact effects are highlighted: mechanical effect, thermal effect and chemical effect. As particles directed to the workpiece surface and which are able to generate impact effects, the abrasive particles, the electrically charged subatomic particles and the photons are considered.   
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