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Abstract: Manufacturing processes have been and will always be associated with modern society. Growing diversity and complexity of the products, increase quality requirements of the customers and a strong need for greater competitiveness and flexibility impose a better management of all aspects of risk, a focus on sustainability by adopting a life-cycle perspective on project costs and environmental impact and, not at least, manufacturing and engineering skills, not strictly only technical skills but also organization, planning, control and coordination capabilities.  In this vision, the paper presents the European approach, meanings and proposals for the “industrial engineering” profile and the related competences accordingly to the labour market. The text summarizes opinions on this subject and personal reflections regarding the professional profiles of the “industrial engineer” in the Romanian economical and industrial context.
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